
THE SUMMER SCHOOL ON LONGITUDINAL AND LIFE COURSE RESEARCH 
25-29 august 2014 - VU University Amsterdam - The Netherlands

WHY ATTEND THE SUMMER SCHOOL?

Life Course Research is a burgeoning, 
interdisciplinary, research field. It is characterized 
by a shared interdisciplinary theoretical approach 
that inspires studies in such diverse fields as 
sociology, demography, epidemiology, psychology, 
and social biology. It is also characterized by a set 
of quantitative research methods, such as event 
history analysis, multi-level analysis and sequence 
analysis that cross disciplinary boundaries.

The Summer School will offer a mix of lectures, 
seminars, small group project work, supervised 
data analysis sessions, student presentations and 
roundtable discussion to provide a stimulating 
introduction to life course ideas and ways of 
analysing longitudinal data.  

Invited for the Summer School of 2014 are:
Mel Bartley (ICLS); Francesco Billari (Oxford); 
David Blane (ICLS); Cees Elzinga (VU Amsterdam); 
Aat Liefbroer (NIDI & VU Amsterdam); 
Karel Neels (Antwerp); Dimitri Mortelmans 
(Antwerp); Matthias Richter (Halle); Gilbert 
Ritschard (Geneva & LIVES).

WEBSITE SUMMER SCHOOL 
For more info, please visit our website:
www.fsw.vu.nl/summerschool2014 

PROGRAMME

MONDAY 25TH OF AUGUST
Welcome & introduction; 
Potential of life course research; 
Plenary talk; 
The sociological and demographic traditions of life 
    course research; 
The epidemiological tradition of life course research
Students' poster presentations;
Drinks and welcoming dinner.

TUESDAY 26TH OF AUGUST
Multilevel models;
Computer lab session with worked examples
    and exercises .

WEDNESDAY 27TH OF AUGUST
Event history analysis;
Computer lab sessions with worked examples and 
    exercises.

THURSDAY 28TH OF AUGUST
Sequence analysis;
Computer lab sessions with worked examples and 
    exercises.

FRIDAY 29TH OF AUGUST
Developing research proposals;
Q&A Session;
Concluding remarks.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The Summer School is open to PhD students, 
research master students and post-doctoral fellows 
from demography, epidemiology and quantitative 
sociology who are interested in life course research. 
A basic requirement is an undergraduate degree in 
a social or biological discipline and master training 
which included quantitative data analysis. 

LANGUAGE
The course will be taught in English, so participants 
must have a good command of English. 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
Applications can be submitted by completing the 
online registration form at:
www.fsw.vu.nl/summerschool2014 

The closing date for applications is March 28, 2014. 
Participants will be selected based on a motivation 
letter, one academic reference, a short CV and a 
short abstract of present or recent research. 

FEES & COSTS 
The Summer School fee is €400 and includes 
lunches, course materials and the social programme. 
Attendees will be provided with a public transport 
card to travel to and from the Vrije Universiteit and 
to get around in Amsterdam. 

CONTACT
E-mailadress: summerschool2014.fsw@vu.nl
Contact(s): Aat Liefbroer, Sanne Bos
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