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Political discussions on the future of the two main pillars forming the Swiss pension system 
are relatively vehement and will be even more so in the coming years. Important reforms are 
announced, like the initiatives that have already taken place or are underway in European 
countries. The vectors of these changes are well-known and are mainly aging and reforms of 
the welfare state. 

These discussions arrived tardily in Switzerland, notably due to the diversity of funding 
sources, the high level of activity of people at the end of their carrier, and also on the 
economically and socially favorable situation. 

Nevertheless, the time that has been taken for these discussions has not prevented the 
reforms from being controversial, as for example concerning the raise of the retirement age, 
and the lowering of the conversion rate. Other measures, such as lowering the minimum 
interest rate, are being reviewed by the government. 

Parts of Europe, especially the southern countries, have seen important popular protests 
against changes in the pension plans. This opposition has lead to defeats in the polls in 
Germany and to popular rejection in Switzerland (11th AHV revision in 2004 or lower con-
version rate of the second pillar in 2010). New reform projects will be in the Swiss political 
limelight in the coming years. 

The debate is already on the political agenda (new Retirement benefits 2020 project), 
especially around the highly controversial issue of medium and long-term sustainability of 
retirement protection systems. But other issues will arise such as the place of retirees and 
seniors in society in the political space and in the labor market. Many players of the political, 
economic, administrative and associative worlds are concerned about the current situation. 



  
 

 

Little work has been published on these issues, particularly from the point of view of the 
Swiss social policy. This relative poverty contrasts with the abundance of research on aging 
in general and its various social, health, economic and intergenerational relationships. 

This special issue will focus on the following topics: 

• Analysis of the impact of pension reforms on older workers and seniors, on their financial 
situation, on the risk of poverty and on entering retirement. 

• Observations on the similarities and differences existing between the reforms in the 
pension system and those conducted in other social arrangements leading to a more 
general reflection on the transformation of the welfare system and the development of a 
new paradigm focused on keeping this part of the population active. 

• Reflections on how current research divisions between aging, intergenerational and 
retirement issues in the various fields of research are linked, or not. 

• Comparative perspectives from the cultural and geographical point of view, between 
Switzerland and neighboring countries (e.g. how debates in Europe about active aging 
influence the Swiss discussions). 

• Comparative works from an intergenerational perspective (young and elderly, for example) 
on the social representations of retirement, of its policies, of its real-life experiences, etc. 

 

Interested scholars are invited to submit a proposal to René Knüsel (rene.knusel@unil.ch), 
no later than November 15, 2013. 

Your submission for the special issue should include the following: 

· name, email address, and affiliations of all the authors 
· title of the paper, 
· abstract of around 400 to 500 words (topic, aim, theoretical perspective, empirical 

design, main/first results). 

On this basis, the guest editors will invite authors to submit full papers (max. 8,000 words, 
50,000 characters including tables, figures and references), which will be due on June 1, 
2014. The papers will go through the usual peer-review process of the Swiss Journal of 
Sociology. The Proposal as well as the paper can be written in English, French or German. 
Publication is planned for November 2015. More information about the Swiss Journal of 
Sociology and the submission process are available in www.sgs-sss.ch/sociojournal.  
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